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(Official Regulations & Submission Rules)​
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1. Identity & Curatorial Vision  

CineFilmFest is an international celebration of contemporary short cinema, hosted 
in the Netherlands. The festival serves as an open space for cross-cultural dialogue, 
showcasing works that demonstrate strong artistic research, a distinct personal 
voice, and innovative narrative or formal approaches. 

A window onto contemporary short cinema, highlighting originality, strong visual 
language, and personal vision from filmmakers across the globe, this festival is open 
to short films of any genre, from anywhere in the world, celebrating creativity, 
originality, and strong storytelling without thematic limits. 

While submissions for the main festival competition are open to short-format works 
across all creative genres, we will host extra screening sessions dedicated to: 

●​ “Frames of Italy”: A dedicated curatorial focus highlighting the enduring 
influence of Italian cinema on the global imagination. This section is dedicated 
to films that are connected to Italy in any meaningful way. 

●​ “Justice on Screen”: Rooted in the Netherlands' legacy as a global hub for 
international law and human dignity (symbolized by The Hague), this section 
is dedicated to short films examining justice in its legal, social, moral, or 
personal dimensions. 

●​ “Science & Imagination”: Exploring how cinema can reveal the unknown, 
challenge what we think we know, and imagine what might come next, this 
section welcomes films rooted in scientific research and documentary, as well 
as fictional works that use science and technology as a starting point for 
storytelling, speculation, and imagination. 

2. Eligibility & Submission Guidelines 

●​ Short Film Format & Runtime Limit: This festival is dedicated exclusively to 
short-form cinema. Films must not exceed 25 minutes in total runtime 
including credits. Feature-length films are not eligible for submission. 
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●​ Genres & Formats: We accept short works across all genres and formats, 
including but not limited to narrative fiction, documentary, animation, music 
videos, and fully AI-generated cinema. 

●​ Content Guidelines & Prohibited Content: While CineFilmFest celebrates 
bold, artistic freedom and diverse creative perspectives, we do not accept 
content that contains explicit pornography, gratuitous extreme violence, hate 
speech, or material that promotes, incites, or depicts violence, abuse, or 
cruelty toward any human or animal. The festival reserves the right to 
disqualify any submission that violates these ethical standards without refund. 

●​ Production Year & Premiere Status: There are no restrictions regarding 
completion date. While prior public screenings do not disqualify a film, we 
strongly encourage submissions that will premiere at our event. 

●​ Language & Subtitling: To ensure accessibility for our international jury and 
audience, all films must include English subtitles. All films selected for 
screening in our festival will require burned-in English subtitles. 

●​ Multiple Entries: Filmmakers may submit multiple works. Each film requires 
an independent submission entry, complete documentation, and payment of 
the corresponding fee. 

●​ Fees & Non-Refundability: Submission fees contribute to the administrative 
processing of entries. All fees are strictly non-refundable, regardless of 
selection status, disqualification, or voluntary withdrawal. 

3. Credits, Authorship & Emerging Voices 

●​ Inclusivity of Authors: The festival welcomes directors and creators at any 
career stage, without restriction based on age, background, or filmography. 
Selection is based purely on artistic merit, vision, and coherence. 

●​ On-Screen Credit Declaration: Submitting filmmakers certify that the film's 
credit roll accurately reflects all key creative personnel (including Director, 
Producer, Screenwriter, and Director of Photography). Incomplete, false, or 
misleading credit information may result in disqualification. 

●​ Curatorial Flexibility: The festival reserves the right to screen special 
thematic sidebars and present out-of-competition invitations. 
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4. Evaluation Criteria & Judging 

Entries are evaluated by the artistic team and appointed juries based on: 

●​ Originality and uniqueness of the director’s vision 
●​ Expressive and thematic coherence 
●​ Narrative, visual, or technical craft 
●​ Integration of idea, form, and production execution 

Production budget and scale are not discriminating factors. 

5. Selection Process, Laurel Rules & Award Mechanics 

●​ Official Selection Path: Submitted works progress through the following 
selection phases:  Official Selection, Finalist, Screening. 

●​ Laurels & Recognition: Official Laurels are awarded to Selected, Finalist 
and Winner works. A film designated as a Finalist remains eligible for official 
awards even if logistical or timing constraints prevent an in-person theatrical 
screening. Finalist films selected for screening will be inserted in the 
Screening Program. 

●​ Announcements: Official awards will be presented during the festival's 
closing ceremony. Physical awards will not be shipped; they require the 
filmmaker's attendance at the screening event to be claimed. 

●​ Finality of Decisions: All decisions made by the artistic direction, selection 
committees, and juries regarding selection, category placement, screening 
schedules, and awards are final, binding, and non-negotiable. 

6. Festival Programming & Non-Withdrawal Policy 

●​ Binding Commitment: Films selected for the Screening Program cannot be 
withdrawn from the festival under any circumstances. 

●​ Screening Operations: The festival management maintains sole discretion 
over the scheduling, sequence, venue assignment, and technical execution of 
all public projections. 

●​ Online Availability: While films freely accessible on public platforms (e.g., 
YouTube, Vimeo) are eligible for submission, their online status may influence 
their eligibility for screening. 
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7. Technical Specifications & Material Delivery 

Submitting parties are entirely responsible for the technical delivery of their works. 

●​ DCP Requirements: If selected for theatrical screening requiring a Digital 
Cinema Package (DCP), the submitter must provide a fully compliant DCP at 
their own expense and risk. 

●​ Costs & Risk: The festival assumes no financial responsibility for costs 
related to formatting, delivery, customs clearance, or transit insurance. While 
reasonable care is taken, CineFilmFest is not liable for loss, damage, or theft 
of physical or digital media in transit or on site. 

8. Intellectual Property, Clearance & Indemnification 

●​ Warranty of Ownership: By submitting, the filmmaker warrants that they 
possess all legal rights, licenses, and permissions necessary to exhibit the 
work, including all music scores, archival footage, literary rights, and 
third-party intellectual property. 

●​ Music Clearances: Full synchronization and master usage rights must be 
cleared prior to submission (especially for Music Video entries). 

●​ Indemnification (Hold Harmless): The submitter agrees to fully indemnify, 
defend, and hold harmless CineFilmFest, its organizers, directors, officers, 
partners, venues, and affiliates against any and all claims, liabilities, losses, 
damages, or legal fees arising from copyright infringement, trademark 
disputes, credit disputes, or third-party rights violations connected to the film’s 
presentation. 

9. Promotional Authorization & Social Media 

●​ Media License: Submission grants CineFilmFest a perpetual, worldwide, 
non-exclusive, royalty-free license to use film excerpts (up to 10% or 3 
minutes), trailers, stills, posters, synopses, and press materials for 
promotional, educational, social media, and archival purposes across all 
media formats. 

●​ Social Promotion: Filmmakers are encouraged to include in their submission  
social media accounts, posters, trailers, website, still pictures to promote their 
films on our social media and website. 
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10. Side Events, Force Majeure & Legal Terms 

●​ Parallel Activities: Participation in masterclasses, networking sessions, and 
panel discussions organized by CineFilmFest is open to filmmakers 
independently of competition status. 

●​ Liability Limitations: CineFilmFest shall not be held liable for indirect losses, 
operational delays, or venue modifications resulting from unforeseen logistical 
challenges. 

●​ Force Majeure & Digital Contingency:  Under Article 6:75 of the Dutch Civil 
Code, the CineFilmFest organizer shall not be held liable or considered in 
breach of contract for failure or delay in performing its obligations due to 
events beyond its reasonable control. This includes, but is not limited to: 
natural disasters, acts of government or municipal orders, revocation of venue 
permits, public health mandates, failure of utilities/internet infrastructure, fires, 
or civil unrest. In such cases, the festival organizer reserves the right to 
postpone the festival, modify the program, or transition to a digital/online 
environment without refund obligations. The submitter will be asked to grant 
explicit permission for digital exhibition under such force majeure conditions. 

●​ Data Privacy: By submitting your project to CineFilmFest, you acknowledge that 
your personal data will be processed in accordance with our Privacy Policy. For full 
details on how we collect, use, and protect your data, please review our Privacy 
Policy at https://cinefilmfest.com/cff-privacy-policy/. 

Dutch Corporate Legal Terms, Liability & Governing Law 

CineFilmFest is an official trade name, festival project, and registered brand 
operated exclusively by Tanteitalie B.V., a private limited liability company 
incorporated under the laws of the Netherlands and registered with the Dutch 
Chamber of Commerce (Kamer van Koophandel) n.63286920. All contracts, 
submission agreements, licensing agreements, releases, waivers, and legal or 
contractual obligations made under or associated with the banner of 
CineFilmFest are directly entered into with and legally held by Tanteitalie B.V. 

●​ General Terms & Conditions (Algemene Voorwaarden): These Regulations 
constitute the General Terms and Conditions of CineFilmFest festival. By submitting 
a film, the Submitter explicitly accepts these terms. In the event of linguistic 
ambiguity, the English text shall prevail for interpretation, while Dutch law governs 
legal substance. 
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●​ In the event of any conflict, discrepancy, or inconsistency between these General 
Terms & Conditions and any rules, terms, conditions, or policies published on 
third-party platforms (including, but not limited to, FilmFreeway), these General 
Terms & Conditions issued by Tanteitalie B.V. shall prevail. 

●​ GDPR & Privacy Compliance (AVG): Personal data collected during submission will 
be processed in accordance with the EU General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR 
/ AVG) and the Privacy Policy of CineFilmFest Data will be used exclusively for 
CineFilmFest festival operations, communication, programming, and archival 
purposes. Submitters retain statutory rights under the GDPR to request access to or 
correction of their personal data. 

●​ Limitation of Liability (Aansprakelijkheid): To the maximum extent permitted 
under Dutch law (Art. 6:95 et seq. BW), Tanteitalie B.V. excludes all liability for any 
indirect, incidental, consequential, special, or punitive damages, including loss of 
profits or commercial interruption. The total cumulative liability of Tanteitalie B.V. for 
direct damages arising under or in connection with any submission or screening shall 
not exceed the total amount of the submission fee actually paid by the Submitter. 

●​ Extended Force Majeure (Overmacht): Under Article 6:75 of the Dutch Civil Code, 
the CineFilmFest organizer shall not be held liable or considered in breach of 
contract for failure or delay in performing its obligations due to events beyond its 
reasonable control. This includes, but is not limited to: natural disasters, acts of 
government or municipal orders, revocation of venue permits, public health 
mandates, failure of utilities/internet infrastructure, fires, or civil unrest. In such cases, 
Tanteitalie B.V., as festival organizer and brand owner, reserves the right to postpone 
the festival, modify the program, or transition to a digital/online environment without 
refund obligations. 

●​ Applicable Law & Exclusive Jurisdiction (Toepasselijk recht en bevoegde 
rechter): These Regulations, all submission agreements, and any non-contractual 
obligations arising out of or in connection with them shall be governed exclusively by 
and construed in accordance with the laws of the Netherlands. Any disputes or 
claims arising out of or in connection with the Festival shall be submitted to the 
exclusive jurisdiction of the competent court in The Hague (Rechtbank Den Haag), 
the Netherlands. 

●​ Severability (Conversie en Nietigheid): If any provision of these Regulations is 
found by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, illegal, or unenforceable, such 
provision shall be severed or modified to the minimum extent necessary, and the 
remaining provisions shall continue in full force and effect. 

END OF THE DOCUMENT 
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